THE YOUNG MAN
difficulties. Oh dear me, yes! The bitterest thing
of all was having to borrow money. Once I even
borrowed eighty florins from Brentano, which I
only repaid him after I got to Prague. Yes, it was very
hard to have to borrow; but I thought of my wife
whom I could not bear to see in poverty, and that
helped me to do it, though I hated it. Once when
things were very bad I had a visit from a young
Viennese, Herr Oelzelt-Newin, later Lecturer in
Philosophy at the University, who wanted to enter
the faculty of philosophy, and asked me if I would
read philosophy with him, chiefly Kant. He paid
me very well. By this time we had two children,
Alice and Herbert; I caught typhoid, and my wife
got ill too; and then Herr Oelzelt-Newin lent
me several thousand florins. Good lord, that seemed
a lot of money! I paid him back from Prague.
These difficulties lasted three years, from 1879
till 1882. But after all a man can stand a great
deal if he has a taste for work and a sense of duty
to his family. This was how I spent my day: in the
morning I prepared my lectures and looked up
references in the library; twice a week I lectured;
in the afternoon I gave privkte lessons, and in the
evenings I rewrote Suicide and prepared it for the
Press. For social life I had neither time nor
inclination.
I knew that there was no chance of my being
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